MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 19, 2015

The Westmoreland City Council met in regular session on Thursday, March 19, 2015 in
The Community Meeting Room at 5300 Austin Peay Hwy.

Mayor Kirkman called meeting to order at 7 PM.
Devotion given by Ricky Cline.  Pledge to flag was given.
Roll Call – Mayor Jerry Kirkman – present
Councilmembers: Ricky Cline-present, Kim Farley – present, David Harrison – present, Brian Smalling – present.  Attorney John Bradley was also present.

Motion by David Harrison second Ricky Cline to amend agenda to include Resolution #R-032015-1 Adventure Tourism District.  Motion passed.
Motion by Ricky Cline second David Harrison to adopt agenda as amended.  Motion passed.

Bennie Hudgens, interim Police Chief, presented special recognition to Tim Farley, Ray Amalfitano, James Pugh, Kim Eakle, Katrina Graves and Thomas Eakle for outstanding performance during a major accident on Hwy. 52 on the night of January 7, 2015.
Mayor Kirkman also recognized Officer Kevin Brewer for assisting in saving the life of an individual at Mapco. 
Special recognition was also given to Kristen Leath for performing CPR and saving the life of Mr. Ted Weaver on Feb. 24.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

John David – incident with family member ongoing since 2008 involving the police dept.
Caleb Sawicki – Girl Scouts to plant flowers in dividers in parking lot.  Tires at Little Tunnel.

Motion by Ricky Cline second David Harrison to approve minutes of 2-19-15 meeting.
Cline-yes, Farley-yes, Harrison-yes, Smalling-yes.  Motion passed.

Motion by Brian Smalling second Ricky Cline to approve financial statement as presented.  Farley-yes, Harrison-yes, Smalling-yes, Cline-yes.  Motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS:

Motion by David Harrison second Brian Smalling to approve Roger Troutt to serve a 1 year term as a member of the Industrial Board.  Harrison-yes, Smalling-yes, Cline-yes, Farley-yes.  Motion passed.


NEW BUSINESS:

Police Chief selection:
Mayor ask the 2 candidates, Marty Cothron and Bennie Hudgens, to address the council once more.  Also, ask Tim Farley to speak on behalf of officers on their recommendation for Chief.  He spoke in favor of Bennie.
Motion by David Harrison second Ricky Cline to hire Bennie Hudgens as Police Chief with a salary of $40,000 and allow him to remain living in his current residents.
Smalling-yes, Cline-yes, Farley-yes, Harrison-yes.  Motion passed.

Motion by David Harrison second Brian Smalling to purchase new sewer pump from L & T Services in the amount of $28,406 which includes price of pump and installation.
Cline-yes, Farley-yes, Harrison-yes, Smalling-yes.  Motion passed.

Motion by Brian Smalling second Ricky Cline to hire David Langston as full time police officer with a 90 day probation period and the city to pay for the transition class. He had his certification from North Caroline.  Farley-yes, Harrison-yes, Smalling-yes, Cline-yes.  Motion passed.
Bennie Hudgens recommended to hire reserve officers, Kevin Brown, as a full time officer and to send to Police Academy. To be addressed at the April meeting.  The Mayor authorized hiring him for 30 days until the council can approved.  

Brian Smalling discussed the following items: reviewed payroll in water and sewer, full time employee at sewer plant, plans for repair at sewer plant and pumping stations, emergency procedure for pumping stations and sewer plant during severe weather.
Mayor Kirkman suggested to honor agreement of previous council to have Thomas go the sewer plant and help as time will allow.

Motion by Brian Smalling second Ricky Cline to pass Resolution R-032015-1, Tennessee Adventure Tourism District. Harrison-yes, Smalling-yes, cline-yes, Farley-yes.  Motion passed. Mayor to create boundaries for the district.

Department Reports:
IDB – Andy Leath spoke about council creating a resolution in support IDB request to County Commissioners regarding the scope of operation for Expo Center.  Also, to accept bids for bathroom repair at the ballparks.
Public Works – Adam Herald reported price of new sludge truck of approx. $120,000, snow plow approx. $8,000 to $15,000. Need pay scale for public works employees. Would like to purchase a couple of isolation meters at $5200 each.
Codes/Bldg. Inspector – Tim Farley
Police – Bennie Hudgens
Fire – Mark Jenkins
City Recorder – Fredia Carter – John Poole, Auditor, will attend the May work study.

Mayor Kirkman announced that Councilmember, Dawn Freeman, had resigned her council seat.
Recommended anyone interested in the vacancy please let a council member know.  There will be an informal interview process of those interested.

Meeting adjourn at 9:20 PM.
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JERRY KIRKMAN
MAYOR
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